Invitation to Press Conference

Tuesday 6th, 2009 at 11 AM

Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center
1500 E. Yandell
El Paso, Texas
Who:

 Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center

Annunciation House

Border Network for Human Rights

The Law Offices of Carlos Spector

Paso Del Norte Civil Rights Project

Sin Fronteras

El Paso County Attorney
Contact: 
Fernando Garcia, Executive Director, Border Network for Human Rights, (915) 577-0724
What:  
EL PASO ORGANIZATIONS RESPOND TO JUAREZ HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION CRISIS AND THREATS AGAINST HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION INVESTIGATOR MR. GUSTAVO DE LA ROSA HICKERSON
The ongoing drug war that engulfed our sister city of Ciudad Juarez for almost two years has created an alarming number of human rights violations by all sides. We, human rights and social advocates in El Paso, condemn violence regardless of its origin. We also make special censure of violence alleged to have been committed by established institutions inside and outside the government that have the mission to protect the community and provide justice for its residents. 

Because of his recent work looking at alleged human rights abuse by law enforcement and military personnel, Mr. Gustavo de la Rosa Hickerson, a human rights investigator with the Chihuahua State Human Rights Commission, reports that he has become a target himself. Mr. de la Rosa reports that he has been threatened and that those around him have been harassed. Furthermore, Mr. de la Rosa reported that he has been denied support by his own institution, that he has been removed as a Commission Investigator for pursuing human rights complaints, that he has had the investigation files under his jurisdiction taken away from him, and has been ordered to cease pursuing complaints against the military. Mr. de la Rosa is a lifelong activist and a well-regarded presence in the human rights community on the border. He has called for an end to the impunity with which homicides, kidnappings and extortions are presently taking place in Juarez.
The undersigned organizations and individuals call upon the Mexican Government and specifically on the National and State Governmental Human Rights Commissions to guarantee that respect for human rights is a categorical priority and that violations of those rights will be aggressively investigated.  We ask that the government guarantee the protection and security of individuals investigating reports of human rights violations, especially those involving accusations against governmental institutions.

In the case of Chihuahua State Human Rights Commission Investigator, Mr. Gustavo de la Rosa, we call for the following: 
1. Respect for Mr. Gustavo de la Rosa Hickerson’ human rights work.  The Chihuahua State Human Rights Commission, Mr. de la Rosa’s employer, and Mexico’s National Human Rights Commission, are responsible for the protection, support and public encouragement for Mr. de la Rosa to continue with his duties as human rights investigator. These institutions should also demand that the authorities investigate the reported threats against Mr. de la Rosa and take measures to ensure his safety.
2. Protection for Mr. Gustavo de la Rosa Hickerson’s person. It is the responsibility of the Mexican state and federal governments to provide safety for its citizens, including Mr. de la Rosa, his family, his coworkers,  and his neighbors in the village of San Agustin, as well as provide a safe environment for human rights groups to accomplish their important mission. 
3. Accountability for all. These public institutions should and will be held responsible should anything happen to Mr. de la Rosa as they should be held responsible for all abuses of authority and neglect of duty that violate the rule of law and the population’s human rights. 
